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STORY 55

The Pointer and the Point

MATTHEW 3

BEFORE THE LESSON

O Read Matthew 3.

O Pray for God’s help. Ask for the Spirit’s help in understanding the passage and
for the Lord to open the children’s eyes to see who he is what he has done, and
how they should respond to him.

O Study the lesson plan below. Use these sections as suggestions. Think of ways
to teach it in your own voice.

THE BIG PICTURE
Help children see how this story connects with the other lessons. Build anticipation
by introducing the setting and the significance of what is about to happen in this
week’s story. {5 minutes}

The prophets in the Old Testament did all sorts of amazing things. Moses’s face
glowed after he met God on the mountain. Isaiah saw a vision of God on a throne
surrounded by angels with six wings. Elijah the Tishbite had a unique name,
and he also dressed funny. “He wore a garment of [camel’s] hair, with a belt of
leather about his waist” (2 Kings 1:8). But these stories paled in comparison to
the importance of their message. They not only called God’s people to live in a
way that rightly reflected God but also pointed forward to a special rescuer. The
prophets were pointers. One of them, Malachi, pointed to another prophet—a
very special prophet—that would come later. God called this special prophet “my
messenger” and “Elijah the prophet.” He also said he had a big job: to “prepare
the way” for God to come to earth (Mal. 3:1; 4:5). Who could this new Elijah
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Big Truth

John the Baptist
pointed to the
point of the Biggest

Story—]Jesus.

be? Would he dress funny like Elijah did? What would he do? All four Gospel
writers—Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John—tell us that this special prophet was
John the Baptist. And he was a pointer too. So who will this lesson be about?
John the Baptist? Or the one John the Baptist pointed to—Jesus?

TELL THE STORY
Share the story in one of these three ways. {5-10 minutes}

L

e

Read the Read from Play The
Bible passage The Biggest Story Biggest Story
together Bible Storybook video

TEACH THE STORY
Retell the story with an emphasis on what it says about God and about us. {10 minutes}

John the Baptist was a strange and wonderful person. Like Elijah, he “wore a
garment of camel’s hair and a leather belt around his waist” (Matt. 3:4). He also
ate locusts (yuck!) and wild honey (yum!). This was his food because he lived
in the wilderness, and those were the only things available. The first Elijah
was called Elijah the Tishbite because he was from the town of Tishbe. But John
was not called John the Baptist because he was from Baptistville or because his
parents were Mr. and Mrs. Baptist. He was given that title—the Baptist—because,
well, he did a lot of baptizing.

John’s message was simple: “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand”
(3:2). He was telling people to turn from their sin and toward God. And, like
the prophets of old, he was warning people to confess their sins and change
the way they were living, because God’s judgment was coming. God’s people
listened! Thousands and thousands came to John, and he baptized them in the
Jordan River. The water rushing over them was a sign that God had cleansed
them. A fresh start!

John'’s job, however, was not was to be a popular preacher. His job was to “pre-
pare the way of the Lord” (3:3, quoting Isa. 40:3). His hashtag was not #Followme
but #FollowJesus. Like the prophets before him, John was a pointer. His job was
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to point people to Jesus. “He must increase, but I must decrease” (John 3:30)
was John’s mission statement. John knew Jesus was the long-awaited King from
heaven. The one who would make everything right. John baptized with water,
but Jesus came to baptize with the Holy Spirit. John prepared the way; Jesus
was the way. John was a voice crying in the wilderness; Jesus was the very word
of God made flesh. “I am not worthy,” John told people, “even to carry Jesus’s
dirty sandals” (see Matt. 3:11). John is a very special person in the Biggest Story,
but he thought of himself as nobody compared to the somebody that had come.

GOSPEL CONNECTION
Show how the story points to Jesus and his rescue mission as the Snake Crusher.
{5 minutes}

John’s baptism was a big deal. It was a sign people were repenting and a sign that
God was cleansing. But even John’s baptism was a pointer. John said, “I baptize
you with water, but he who is mightier thanI. .. will baptize you with the Holy
Spirit” (Luke 3:16). Sinners like us don’t just need water. We need our sinful,
dead souls to have life breathed into them by the very Spirit of God. John the
Baptist couldn’t make that happen. Only Jesus could. And the way Jesus made it
happen was by dying on the cross for our sin. With our sin paid for in full, God
could now pour his Spirit on us. And that’s exactly what happens for anyone
who trusts Jesus. God gives us his Spirit and makes us alive. What a baptism!

DISCUSS THE STORY
Discuss the story in smaller groups. {10 minutes}

1. QUESTION: Who were some of the Old Testament prophets? What funny
clothes did Elijah wear? Who did Malachi say would come before the Lord
came to earth? How did John the Baptist’s clothes show he was that special
prophet?

TAKEAWAY: John the Baptist fulfilled the prophecy that a prophet like Elijah

would come to prepare the way of the Lord.

2. QUESTION: What was the message that John preached? What did John tell
people to do to show that they had repented? How did baptizing people
prepare the way for Jesus?
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Memory Verse
Repent and believe
in the gospel.

MARK 1:15

TAKEAWAY: John baptized as a sign people had confessed and repented of
their sin.

3. QUESTION: Were a lot of people coming to hear John? Did that make John
think he was really important? Who did he want people to see as really im-
portant? How did he tell them that?

TAKEAWAY: John’s main job was to point people to Jesus.
4. QUESTION: WhydidJohn baptize people? What did he say when Jesus came

to be baptized? Why did Jesus say he must be baptized? What did God say
and do to show he was pleased by Jesus’s baptism?

TAKEAWAY: Jesus’s baptism revealed God’s plan to cleanse people of their
sins through Jesus.

ACTIVITIES
Download coloring pages and activity pages from TheBiggestStory.com, or choose
from the following activity suggestions. {10-15 minutes}

Option 1: Telephone
Supply List: none

Have children sitin a circle. Have the first person whisper a message into the ear
of the person next to him (e.g., “John wore camel’s hair and ate sticky bugs,” or
“Jesus is the way, the truth, and the life.”) That person whispers the message she
thought she heard to the person next to her. The game continues until it reaches
the last person in the circle. The last person says the message he heard to the
group. Compare the original message to the final one shared. Remind children
that John the Baptist was a messenger sent to prepare the way for the Lord.

Option 2: Turn from Sin and Run to Jesus
Supply List: paper, marker, scissors

Before Class: Gather supplies. Make a sign that says Sin and a heart sign that says Jesus.
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Have children line up on one side of the room. The teacher stands at the op-
posite end of the room. When the teacher holds up the “Jesus” sign and calls
out “Jesus,” children must run toward the sign. When the teacher holds up the
“Sin” sign and calls out “Sin,” children must immediately stop and turn their
backs to the sign. If a child does not stop immediately, send him or her back to
the starting line. The child who passes the teacher first wins. Remind children
sin keeps us from Jesus, but we can always run to Jesus and ask for forgiveness.

Option 1: Heads or Tails
Supply List: coin, masking tape

Before Class: Gather supplies. Place a piece of masking tape down the center of the room

to divide it into two sections.

Tell children that you are going to flip a coin. If the children think it will land on
heads, they should go to one side of the room. If they think it will land on tails,
they should go to the other side of the room. Flip the coin. The children who
guessed correctly are safe, and those who did not are out. Continue play until
one child remains. Remind children that in life we have choices to make—not
silly choices like heads or tails but choices about whether we will follow Jesus
or not. John the Baptist encouraged people to choose repentance and pointed
them to Jesus.

Option 2: Throw Away Your Sin
Supply List: masking tape, paper

Before Class: Gather supplies. Place a piece of masking tape down the center of the room

to divide it into two sections.

Divide children into two teams and assign one team to each section. Distribute
an equal number of pieces of paper to each team, and instruct children to crum-
ple the paper into balls. Explain that the paper represents sin and that they’re
trying to get rid of it. On “Go” each team tries to keep the paper off their side by
tossing the pieces to the other side for a predetermined amount of time (about 3
minutes). When time is up, the team with the least number of paper balls on
their side wins. Play again as time allows. Remind children that to repent of
our sin means to get rid of it.
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CRAFTS
Choose from the following craft suggestions depending on time, age ranges, and
group size. {10-15 minutes}

Option 1: Salt Dough Hearts

Supply List: bowls, spoons, flour, salt, water, pencils, paper plates, ribbon, scissors,

one-cup measuring cups, % teaspoon measures (optional), gel food coloring (optional)
Before Class: Gather supplies. Cut ribbon into 8-inch pieces. Make a sample craft.

Give each child a paper plate and a ribbon. Place remaining supplies on tables.
Have children take turns mixing 1 cup of salt, 2 cups of flour, 1 cup of warm
water, and % teaspoon of food coloring (optional). Once mixed, divide the dough
so that each child has enough to shape the dough into a heart, using a paper
plate as a work surface. Use a pencil to poke a hole in the top of the heart and
add a ribbon for hanging. Remind children that when we have soft hearts toward
God, we are quick to repent and make choices that please him.

Option 2: Transformations Pencil Topper

Supply List: cardstock, sharpened pencils, scissors, glue sticks, crayons

Before Class: Gather supplies. Print two small, simple, identical pictures of a butterfly

on cardstock (one per child). Make a sample craft.

Give each child a butterfly paper and a pencil. Set remaining supplies on tables.
Have children color both butterflies and cut them out. Have them glue the but-
terflies together tightly around their pencil eraser so they won’t slip. Remind
children that just as butterflies go through transformations, Jesus changes us
when we repent and come to him.
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Option 1: Sand Art
Supply List: paper, cotton swabs, bowls, glue, sand, paper plates
Before Class: Gather supplies. Make a sample craft.

Give each child a piece of paper and a cotton swab. Set bowls of glue and sand
on the tables. Have children make a design or picture on the paper by dipping
the cotton swab into the glue and “drawing” with the swab. Have them sprinkle
sand on their glue design. Shake off excess sand onto paper plates. Remind the
children that John the Baptist lived in the sandy desert and prepared the way
for Jesus.

Option 2: Paper Sandal

Supply List: cardstock, pencils, scissors, pipe cleaners, hole punches, markers, beads
(optional)

Before Class: Gather supplies. Make a sample craft.

Give each child a piece of cardstock and have them trace around their shoe with
a pencil. Set remaining supplies on tables. Have children cut out their “sandal”
and punch three holes in a triangular shape (like a flip flop). Have them insert
and secure a pipe cleaner from the top hole to each of the other two holes,
adding beads to the pipe cleaners to decorate (optional). Have children write
“Tesus > me” on the sandal. Remind children that Jesus is so wonderful that
John the Baptist said he was unworthy even to untie Jesus’s sandals.

Visit TheBiggestStory.com for downloadable coloring pages, activity pages,
and craft templates for this lesson.

© 2023 Crossway Story 55 e The Pointer and the Point ¢ 8 0of 8



